
  
 
May 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Amy Klobuchar   The Honorable Tina Smith 
U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building   720 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Jim Hagedorn   The Honorable Angie Craig 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
325 Cannon House Office Building  1523 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Dean Phillips   The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
1305 Longworth House Office Building  2256 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Ilhan Omar   The Honorable Tom Emmer 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
1517 Longworth House Office Building  315 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515  
 
The Honorable Michelle Fischbach  The Honorable Pete Stauber 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
2204 Rayburn House Office Building  126 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 
Subject:   Support for the Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act (S. 610) 
 

Dear members of the Minnesota congressional delegation:  
  
I want to express my gratitude for your continued support of Minnesota hospitals and health 
systems during the COVID-19 pandemic. Your help and partnership have been critical in the ability of 
hospitals, health systems, and health care providers to meet the needs of their communities during 
this unprecedented time. As stated in my prior letters and our regular Congressional delegation calls last 
year, Minnesota hospitals and health systems continue to face unprecedented challenges while 
combating COVID-19. These include ongoing financial fragility and critical challenges for our workforce 
as our health care heroes sacrifice so much to keep our communities safe and healthy. To protect the 
health of our health care workforce, I am writing you today to express strong support for the Dr. Lorna 
Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act.  
  
Our front-line health care workers have been unwavering in fighting this pandemic since the first COVID-
19 cases were found in Minnesota, and their efforts have been extraordinary. More than a year later, 
these dedicated workers are still on the front lines of the war against COVID-19. Health care leaders are 
concerned about how our workforce is coping with emotional and physical stresses from treating and 
saving the lives of countless COVID-19 patients. We are seeing firsthand and in data that our health care 
staff are suffering.   
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Minnesota and the Minnesota Hospital Association are national leaders in studying and responding to 
health care professional burnout issues. In fact, in 2018, we surveyed over 22,000 physicians and 
advanced practice professionals. Our study showed that 38.2% of the responding clinicians reported 
some level of burnout, more than double the amount of burnout found in other fields. It is clear that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has made this situation significantly worse. In order to address burnout among 
our health care workers, additional support must be provided to them as they continue to care for 
patients and communities.  
  
The Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act was crafted to reduce and prevent suicide, 
burnout, and mental health disorders among health care professionals. This bill would, among other 
provisions, authorize grants to health care providers to create programs to offer mental health services 
for their front-line workers. Additionally, the bill would require the Department of Health and 
Human Services to study and develop recommendations on strategies to address provider burnout, 
facilitate resiliency, and direct the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to launch a campaign 
encouraging health care workers to seek assistance when needed.  
  
Again, thank you for what you have done thus far to partner with us during this pandemic. I am 
confident that working together, we keep our health care system in a position to provide lifesaving care 
to Minnesotans during and after this national emergency.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
  
Rahul Koranne, M.D., MBA, FACP  
President & CEO  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


